
   

 

PEMBERTON SECONDARY – ENGLISH/ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES 12 

 

Course:  

English Language Arts/English First Peoples 

Grade Level:  

12 

Block/Classroom: 

A Block – Room 209 

Teacher:  

Sasha McLachlan 

Contact information: smclachlan@sd48.bc.ca  

 

Course Synopsis: 

Students will receive credit for either English Language Arts 12 or English First Peoples 12, depending on their focus/interest.  

The BC English Language Arts/English First Peoples 12 curriculums are designed so that learners may experience language across a variety of 

formats. Strategies, practice, and skill-building in retrieving information, recognizing meaning, interpreting and analyzing texts and media will be 

woven throughout our classes. Students may experience language, either spoken, visual, or textual, across a variety of formats. Students will 

experience and respond in personal, critical, and creative ways to a range of ideas and texts, including: 

 Fiction and Non-Fiction Studies—poetry, short stories, novels, graphic novels, Shakespeare, biographies, essays, speeches 

 Canadian Multicultural and First Peoples’ texts and media 

 Digital Communication—blogging, social media, journalism, ‘digital citizenship’ 

 Media and Film Studies 

 Reading and Writing Skills 

 Vocabulary Enrichment 

Assessment and Evaluation: 

The classroom mark for this course will be evaluated by the student’s ability to demonstrate that he/she has met the learning outcomes through a 

combination of assignments, activities and assessments. To support their individual literacy development, students will initially receive formative 

(‘practice’) assessments and, ultimately, summative (‘game-time’) assessments.  Students’ summative evaluations will assess their literacy skills 

as they relate to the outlined performance standards for this grade level.          

 



   

Percentage Scale Used— 

A  86 – 100% 

B 73 – 85% 

C+  67 – 72% 

C  60 – 66% 

C-  50 – 59% 

I/F  0 – 49% 

 

 

For English Language Arts 12, 60% of the course mark is determined by school assessments and 40% of the course mark is based on the BC 

provincial exam at the end of the course (English 12 – June 24th 9:00am-11:00am; English First Peoples 12 – June 24th 1:00pm-3:00pm). In 

addition to our regular coursework, throughout the course of the semester, and particularly in our final classes, we will also be reviewing and 

preparing for the provincial exam.  
 

While your teacher will determine appropriate strategies or adaptations to help you reach your potential in this course, it is your 

personal responsibility to demonstrate that you have met the learning outcomes for this course. The summative assessments in this 

course are directly linked to specific learning outcomes, and therefore a sufficient amount of evidence of your learning must be 

completed in order to pass the course.  
 

Course Expectations: 

Your success in this course will be influenced by the following: 

 
1. Be respectful to yourself, other students, the teacher, TOC’s, and other school staff.  
2. Be respectful to the learning environment and school property. Be responsible with your belongings; keep your binder neat and organized.  
3. Arrive on time, with the necessary materials; these good habits will help you to be successful and prepare you, not just for high school, but for life and 

work after you graduate. 
4. Catch up if you miss a class.  It is YOUR responsibility to catch up missed work.  After being away YOU must make arrangements as soon as you 

return.  Even better, make arrangements BEFORE you are away. 
5. Items such as cell phones and/or media devices are allowed in the classroom, but must be put away during lessons and at teacher’s request. If your 

phone becomes a persistent issue, consequences will be enforced.   
6. Be an involved learner!  This means being active in your education, solving problems and seeing me if you find yourself getting behind.  If you don’t 

understand something—ASK!!  I will do whatever I can to ensure that you get through this class, but you have to be willing to put in the effort.  
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BIG IDEAS 

 

Learning Standards 

Curricular Competencies Content 

Students are expected to do the following: 

• Construct meaningful personal connections between self, text, and world 

• Evaluate how literary elements, techniques, and devices enhance and shape 

meaning and impact 

• Recognize an increasing range of text structures and how they contribute to 

meaning  

• Identify bias, contradictions, distortions, and omissions 

• Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build 

shared understanding and extend thinking  

• Respond to text in personal, creative, and critical ways  

• Demonstrate appropriate speaking and listening skills in a variety of formal and 

informal contexts for a range of purposes  

• Use writing and design processes to plan, develop, and create engaging and 

meaningful texts for a variety of purposes and audiences  

• Express and support an opinion with evidence 

 

Students are expected to know the following: 

 
 Text features and structures 

 

- form, function, and genre of texts  

- elements of visual/graphic texts 

 

 Strategies and processes 

 

- reading strategies 

- oral language strategies 

-  metacognitive strategies 

-  writing processes 

-  presentation techniques 

 

 Language features, structures, and conventions 

- elements of style 

- usage and conventions 

- citation techniques 

- literary elements and devices 

 

The exploration of text 

and story deepens 

understanding of one’s 

identity, others, and the 

world. 

 Oral and other texts 

are socially, 

culturally, 

geographically, and 

historically 

constructed. 

 Questioning what we 

hear, read, and view 

contributes to our ability 

to be educated and 

engaged citizens. 

 The examination of First Peoples 

cultures and lived experiences 

through text builds 

understanding of Canadians’ 

responsibilities in relation to 

Reconciliation. 

 People understand text 

differently depending 

on their worldviews and 

perspectives. 


