
Dear Parents, Staff, and Stu-

dents; 

I’d like to take this opportunity 
to welcome you back to what 
I’m certain will be another 

outstanding year at PSS! 

I would also like to welcome 
our international students to 
our school and the community 
of Pemberton. We look for-
ward to your time here with 
us and hope it is memorable 

for you and your host families. 

Along with the staff at PSS, I’d 
like to welcome our new and 
returning staff to PSS including 
Ms. A. Woods (French Immer-
sion), Ms. L. Ellwood (Learning 
Support), Ms. C. Duttchen 
(Drama, Theater), Mr. S. 
Myrah (English), Ms. A. Erskine 
(Tech Ed), Mr. D. Treadway 
(Foods), and Ms. A. Webb 

(Lifeskills). 

Other exciting changes sched-

uled for PSS this year…. 

Through community consulta-
tion in the spring, it was identi-
fied that a second language 
program would benefit our 
students in the North. As a 
result, this year is the first year 
for Grade 8 French Immersion 
at PSS! Many thanks to those 
who participated in the pro-
cess of bringing this exciting 

program to our school. 

Our School Planning Council 

(SPC) has identified specific 

targets that support learning 

both as a foundation, and as a 

process. The SPC will be start-

ing to meet in September. If 

you are interested in being 

part of this committee, please 

contact the school at 604-894-

6318. For more information, 

including a review of our 2013-

14 School Learning Plan, please 

visit http://

sd48pember-

ton.files.wordpress.com/2013/0
4/school-learning-plan-process-

2012_2013.pdf 

 
Our learning support model 
has changed in an effort to 
provide additional support to 
staff and students in the class-
room, while offering special-
ized programing in literacy 

development, inclusive learning 
assistance, and employment 
readiness. This shift was to 
support classroom-based inter-
ventions that would provide 
opportunities for teachers to 
work collaboratively (ie: co-
plan, co-teach) to meet the 

needs of all our learners. 

Sports teams and clubs will be 
starting immediately. These 
include volleyball, soccer, lead-
ership, homework club, and 
various lunchtime activities. I 
encourage all of our students 
to come out and actively par-
ticipate in all that PSS has to 

offer. 

Our afterschool bussing to Mt. 
Currie and D’Arcy will be 
starting on September 10th. 
Again, it will run on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, leaving PSS at 
5:00 pm. Students taking the 
afterschool bus must be in-
volved in a school-based activi-
ty. Students from PSS will not 
be permitted to load on the 
afterschool bus at Signal Hill 

Elementary. 

I would encourage you to take 

a look at our website (http://

sd48pemberton.org/). It con-

tains up-to-date material, as 

well as important information 

for the year ahead. If you have 

any suggestions or comments 

regarding the website, we’d 

love to hear from you. 

 

On behalf of the staff at PSS, I 

would like to wish everyone 

the best of luck for the coming 

year. 

 

Cheers, 

N. Cox 

Principal 
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What is Communities That Care? 

Communities That Care is a research proven way for people in our community to work together. It is designed to 

increase the health and resiliency for youth and families.  

 

Why is Communities That Care important? 

It works! Successes include: 

 High Scope Preschools - helps prepare children for early and sustained success 

 Strengthening Families Program – works on family management issues with both children and their parents 

 Positive Action –changes negative thought patterns and actions into positive life changing tools to better self, 

       family, and community relations 

 

All the programs put in place through the CTC process reduce risk and enhance protection for children, youth and 

families. 

 

Where is Communities That Care today? 

 The School Board has approved surveying youth in Squamish, Whistler, and Pemberton in grades 6-12 in  

       October 2013 

 The CTC youth survey is important because it tells us how we can respond to issues in our community. With 

       out it, programming can become unfocused, and limited resources wasted. 

 The survey is 119 questions and takes about 45 minutes for students to complete. 

 The survey asks questions help us assess 6 problem youth behaviours – anxiety/depression, violence, substance  

       abuse, school drop out, teenage pregnancy, and delinquency so we can accurately target interventions in both  

       schools and wider community 

 Survey results will be available about January 2014 

Everyone in the community will be invited to look at the survey results to explore what they mean and how to take 

action 

 

What does Communities That Care need help with? 

If this process excites you, and you want to become more involved, you are invited to an orientation for community 

members 

 

For information visit our website: www.ctcseatosky.com  

http://www.ctcseatosky.com/
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Pemberton Secondary School (PSS) and Community Agencies Host Mental Ill-

ness Awareness Week Activities in Sea to Sky-October 6-12, 2013 

 

 
“Mental Illness Awareness Week (MIAW) is an annual national public 
education campaign designed to help open the eyes of Canadians to 

the reality of mental illness.” 

 
Interactive Display at Pemberton Secondary School-Wednesday, October 11 from (10:00a.m. to 3:00p.m.).  

Students will be participating in school programming leading up to and during mental illness awareness week.  Students are 

being provided with an opportunity to take a leadership role in organizing the event.  On October 11 an interactive display 

will be hosted at PSS, where students and their families will have an opportunity to meet staff from a range of community 

organizations (see list below). 

 

The event will provide opportunities to learn more about: mental illness; how to recognize it; and how you can help.  Ac-

tivity station themes will include:  information about serious mental illnesses (Depression, Anxiety Disorders, Bipolar Dis-

order, Schizophrenia and others); suicide prevention; self-harm; eating disorders; high risk drinking; healthy relationships, 

staying mentally healthy and services available.  

 

 For more information please visit:  

http://camimh.ca/mental-illness-awareness-week-english/faces-of-mental-illness-campaign/about-faces-campaign/ 

http://camimh.ca/mental-illness-awareness-week-english/faces-of-mental-illness-campaign/about-faces-campaign/


Please wear your helmet when 

biking or skateboarding! 

 

Block One                                                           

Block Two 

TERRY FOX RUN 

LUNCH 

Block Three 

Block Four 

 

Important Notices 

X Block  

TERRY FOX RUN  

Thursday September 26th , 2013 

Grad Meeting Tuesday October 8th, 2013 in the 

Commons 
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8:40-9:40 

9:55-11:05 

11:05-11:15 

11:37-12:24 

12:27-1:43 

1:48-3:04 

 

PSS School Assembly...Go PSS! 
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Hi, I am Laura Ellwood, the new Learning Resource Teacher at PSS.  I am excited to get into all of 

the classes and assist the teachers with our amazing Educational Assistant team. The EA team has 

already demonstrated exceptional abilities and professionalism; not to mention their exceedingly 

welcoming reception. 

My first experience with the education system was as an Educational Assistant, then as a Behavior 

Support Worker, specializing with children with difficult behaviors and students on the autism 

spectrum. I began my teaching career with the North Vancouver School District, and it was a very 

memorable experience. I am extremely eager to join the Pemberton community, and I look for-

ward to getting to know you in the near future. 

If parents would like to contact me, I am available through email at lellwood@sd48.bc.ca, or by 

appointment to meet in person. Best of luck in the first term to all of you, and feel free to drop by 

and visit me in room 103 anytime! 

Many Thanks… 

 
Thank you to those who donated games to PSS! This includes board 

games, Bocci Ball, Fooseball, Air Hockey, and Ping Pong Tables. 

 

If you have any games that you would like to donate/sell to PSS, 

please give Mrs. Bowes a call at 604-894-6318. 

Greetings For The New School Year From 

The Learning Resource Teacher!  

mailto:lellwood@sd48.bc.ca


 

Fall Greetings from the Metal Shop 

Welcome back to school!  

I hope your summer was fun and relaxing, and that you 

are refreshed for the upcoming school term.  

This year in the metal shop, we are trying some fun, new 

programs.  

Thursdays will still be our after school metal club. This club is open to anyone who is already safe-

ty trained in the shop.  

On Tuesdays, we have a new club, the Fix it Chicks Repair Club. In this club, we will learn 
basic automobile maintenance and repair, from a beginner’s perspective. This club is open to staff 

and male students as well. 

Just before the school year started, the shop received a generous donation from the Rotary 
Club of Pemberton. With these funds we will be able to expand our bicycle repair program, 

and hopefully give back to the community.  

We are seeking donations of unwanted bicycles and bicycle parts, in almost any condi-

tion.  

They don’t even have to be working! So if you have a bike that you no longer need, please consid-

er donating it to the school, and we’ll will fix it up for someone who needs it! 

Finally, we are seeking to involve the community more within the shop setting. If anyone would 
like to share their skills or experiences with us, we would be delighted to have you! Last year, we 
had the support of Len Spierings, owner of Speirings Automotive. Len volunteered almost weekly 

at the school, and when a project proved more difficult than expected, he 
even towed the offending vehicle to his shop and worked on it with the stu-

dent there. (Thanks again, Len!) 



 

Taking the Bus? 
 

Great news…the late bus is now running on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Remember, you 

must be involved in an afterschool event in order to take advantage of this awesome op-

portunity! 

 

A quick reminder to students who take the bus to remember the following: 

1. Be on time at your designated pick-up locations...the bus drivers have strict times 

they have to keep so be sure to help them out. 

2. If you are to be dropped off at a different location than where you normally do, the 

drivers will only do this if they receive a written note or a request by phone from 

the parent...they can’t read texts from parents asking them to drop you off some-

where else. 

3. Respect the bus and everyone who is on it. 

4. Be sure all garbage finds it’s way into the garbage container. 

5. BE HAPPY!  



Pemberton Secondary School is located approximately 35 km North of 

Whistler. Our school has approximately 300 students, 21 teaching staff, and 

11 support staff. Approximately 45% of our students are from the Lil'wat, 

N’Quatqua, Samahquam, Skatin, and X’axtsa nations.  

PSS has an array of program offerings to meet the individual needs of our 

students. These include academic, online, vocational, adult, Outdoor Adven-

ture Leadership, Summit Alternate, Lifeskills, and sports.  

Mission Statement: Pemberton Secondary makes literacy, numeracy, and social 

responsibility our priorities. We provide a safe environment, encourage all 

students to strive for individual excellence, and foster in our communities a 

belief in the value and relevance of education. 

Vision Statement: “Strengthening Connections That Inspire Purposeful Lives” 

ATHLETIC WEAR 

 
Hoodies (black) - $45 
Crew Collar Sweat Shirts (grey) $40 
Sweat Pants (black & grey) - $35 
Uni-sex T-shirts (grey) - $20 
Women's T-shirts (grey, white & pink) - $20 
 
Payment options - cash or cheque (payable to PSS) 
 

Students should see Mr. Leverton at noon or after school to purchase items. 

1400 Oak St 

Pemberton, BC  

Phone: 604-894-6318 

Fax: 604-894-5437 

 

 

Pemberton 
Secondary School 

SEA-TO -SKY 

SCHOOL DISTRICT  

Web: 

www.pembertonsecondary.bc.ca 

 


